United States Department of the Interior -

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014 .

Chairperson June Price

Kern Valley Indian Council
P.O.Box 1010

Lake Isabella, California 93240

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California -

Dear Chairperson Price:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. Ihave
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental -
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Kern Valley
Indian Council to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will update
the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further interest in
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consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in this project
or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Kern
Valley Indian Council identify those tribal representatives who have been designated to consult
with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or affiliated
Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please let us
know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter for
your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003

Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317/ Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be
reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
. Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Chairperson Bob Robinson
Kern Valley Indian Council
P.O. Box 401

Weldon, California 93283

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Chairperson Robinson:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. I have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our

" public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29,1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Kern Valley
Indian Council to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will update
the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further interest in
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consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in this project
or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Kern
Valley Indian Council identify those tribal representatives who have been designated to consult
with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or affiliated
Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please let us
know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter for
your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003

Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317/ Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be
reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

R

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



‘United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Qwina West

Owens Valley Career Development Center
P.O. Box 847 '
Bishop, California 93515

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Mr. West:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. 1 have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Actis |
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental

. impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Owens
Valley Career Development Center to enter into government-to- government consultation. The
Service will update the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has
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no further interest in consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no
interest in this project or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Owens
Valley Career Development Center identify those tribal representatives who have been
designated to consult with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes,
individuals, or affiliated Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this
project, please let us know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials
receiving this letter for your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of~way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist
~ Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003
Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317 /Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be
reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

A

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps A
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

INREPLY REFER TO:
08EVENO00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Chairperson Robert Gomes
Tubatulabals of Kern Valley
P.O. Box 226

Lake Isabella, California 93240

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Chairperson Gomes:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. I have
‘enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land. '

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Tubatulabals
of Kern County to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will update
the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further interest in
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consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in this project
or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the
Tubatulabals of Kern County identify those tribal representatives who have been designated to
consult with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or
affiliated Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please
let us know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter
for your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003

Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317/ Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding: your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be
reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVENO00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Council Chairman
Monache Intertribal Council
P.O.Box 168

Kernville, California 93238

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Proj ect, Cantil, California

Dear Council Chairman:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. I have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Monache
Intertribal Council to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will
update the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further



Council Chairman 2

interest in consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in
this project or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Monache
Intertribal Council identify those tribal representatives who have been designated to consult
with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or affiliated
Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please let us
know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter for
your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003

Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317 /Email: ray bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be

reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve henry@fws.gov.

~ Sincerely,

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
. 2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Chairperson Patricia Henry

Kern River Paiute Council

P.O. Box 3984

Wofford Heights, California 93285

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California
- Dear Chairperson Henry: |

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. Ihave
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Kern River
Paiute Council to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will update
the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further interest in
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consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in this project
or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Kern
River Paiute Council identify those tribal representatives who have been designated to consult
with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or affiliated
Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please let us
know. We have énclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter for
your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003

Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317/ Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be
reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

A

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures: :
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Proj ect



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Harold Williams

Kawaiisu Tribe

813 Elm Street .
Tehachapi, California 92561

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California
Dear Mr. Williams:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LL.C, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kem County. I have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
‘agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Kawaiisu
Tribe to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will update the Tribe
~ on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further interest in
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consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in this project
or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Kawaiisu
Tribe identify those tribal representatives who have been designated to consult with the Service
on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or affiliated Native American
organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please let us know. We have
enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter for your reference
(Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opporttunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003 ‘
Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317 /Email: ray bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be

reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely, '

Z -
Stephen P. Henry )

Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures: A
1 - Project Area Maps :
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11,2014

Barbara Durham

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Timbi-sha Shoshone Tribe

P.0. Box 1779

Bishop, California 93515

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Ms. Durham;:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. I have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

~ The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we .
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Timbi-sha
Shoshone Tribe to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will update
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the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further interest in
consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in this project
or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Timbi-sha
Shoshone Tribe identify those tribal representatives who have been designated to consult with
the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or affiliated
Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please let us
know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter for
your reference (Enclosure 2). '

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003
Phone:805-644-1766, extension 317/Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be

reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
. 2~ Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Ann Brierty
-Cultural Resources Coordinator

San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
26569 Community Center Drive
Highland, California 92346

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Ms. Brierty:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kem County. I have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land. _

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in

- compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the San Manuel
Band of Mission Indians to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will
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update the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further
interest in consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in
this project or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and culfural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the San
Manuel Band of Mission Indians identify those tribal representatives who have been designated
to consult with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or
affiliated Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please
let us know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter
for your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regardmg this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportumty for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider durmg its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003
Phone:805-644-1766, extension 317 /Email: ray bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be

- reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

//, ,@/ 7

/

Stephen P. Henry -
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Daniel McCarthy

Cultural Resources Management Department
San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
26569 Community Center Drive

Highland, California 92346

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Mr. McCarthy:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. I have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
“public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the San Manuel
Band of Mission Indians to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will
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update the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further
interest in consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in
this project or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the San
Manuel Band of Mission Indians identify those tribal representatives who have been designated
to consult with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or
affiliated Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please
let us know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter
for your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003

Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317/ Email: ray bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be

reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

"~ Enclosures:

1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

INREPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Melvin Joseph, Environmental Coordinator
Lone Pine Paiute-Shosone Tribe

P.O. Box 747

Lone Pine, California 93545

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Mr. Joseph:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. 1 have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or -
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the -
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Lone Pine
Pajute-Shosone Tribe to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will
update the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further
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interest in consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in
this project or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Lone Pine
Paiute-Shosone Tribe identify those tribal representatives who have been designated to consult
with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or affiliated
Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please let us
know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter for
your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003
Phone:805-644-1766, extension 317 /Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be

reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

 Enclosures:

1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Priscilla Naylor, Cultural Liaison

Fort Independence Band of Paiute Indians
P.O. Box 67

Independence, California 93526

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

" Dear Ms. Naylor:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. I have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Actis
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Fort
Independence Band of Paiute Indians to enter into government-to- government consultation. The
Service will update the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has
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- no further interest in consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no
interest in this project or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Fort
Independence Band of Paiute Indians identify those tribal representatives who have been
designated to consult with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes,
individuals, or affiliated Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this
project, please let us know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials
receiving this letter for your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportumty for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural 51gn1ﬁcance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003

Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317 /Email: ray bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be

reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

e s ooy

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Raymond Andrews

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Bishop Paiute Tribe

50 Tu Su Lane

Bishop, California 93514

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Mr. Andrews:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. Ihave
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Bishop
Paiute Tribe to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will update the
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Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further interest in
consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in this project
or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Bishop
Pajute Tribe 1dentify those tribal representatives who have been designated to consult with the
Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or affiliated Native
American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please let us know.
We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter for your
reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to éxplain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003
Phone:805-644-1766, extension 317/ Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be ,
reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Henry
- Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Bill Helmer

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer -

Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley
P.O.Box 700

Big Pine, California 93513

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Mr. Helmer:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. I have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or

- implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Big Pine
Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley to enter into government-to- government consultation. The
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Service will update the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has
no further interest in consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no
interest in this project or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Big Pine
Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley identify those tribal representatives who have been designated
to consult with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or
affiliated Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please
let us know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter
for your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regardmg this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003 .

Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317/ Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be
- reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps _
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Chairman George Gholson
Timbi-sha Shoshone Tribe
P.O.Box 1779

Bishop, California 93515

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Chairman Gholson:

- The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. I have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Timbi-sha
Shoshone Tribe to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will update
the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further interest in
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consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in this project
or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Timbi-sha
Shoshone Tribe identify those tribal representatives who have been designated to consult with

. the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or affiliated
Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please let us
know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter for
your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003

Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317 /Email: ray bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be

teached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

S P

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Chairwoman Carla Rodriguez

San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
26569 Community Center Drive
Highland, California 92346

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Chairwoman Rodriguez:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. I have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
~with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the San Manuel
Band of Mission Indians to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will
update the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further
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interest in consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in
this project or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the San
Manuel Band of Mission Indians identify those tribal representatives who have been designated
to consult with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or
affiliated Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please
let us know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter
for your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be ‘an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003

Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317/ Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be

reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Henry &
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures: :
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Chairwoman Mary Wuester
Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe
P.O. Box 747

Lone Pine, California 93545

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Chairwoman Wuester:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. 1 have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental

~ impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act. -

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Lone Pine
Paiute-Shosone Tribe to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will
update the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further
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interest in consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in
this project or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Lone Pine
Paiute-Shosone Tribe identify those tribal representatives who have been designated to consult
with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or affiliated
Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please let us
know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter for
your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be-an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project. ‘

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
03519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003
Phone:805-644-1766, extension 317/ Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be

reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

- Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVENO00-2014-CPA-0050

March 11,2014

Chairman Israel Naylor

Fort Independence Band of Paiute Indians
P.O. Box 67

Independence, California 93526

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California |

Dear Chairman Naylor:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. Ihave
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
- aFederal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Fort
Independence Band of Paiute Indians to enter into government-to- government consultation. The
Service will update the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has



Chairman Israel Naylor 2

no further interest in consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no
interest in this project or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Fort
Independence Band of Paiute Indians identify those tribal representatives who have been
designated to consult with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes,
individuals, or affiliated Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this
project, please let us know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials
receiving this letter for your reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003
Phone:805-644-1766, extension 317/ Email: ray_bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be
reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

g

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Chairperson Chad Delgado
Bishop Paiute Tribe

50 Tu Su Lane

Bishop, California 93514

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Chairperson Delgado:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LL.C, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. Ihave
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Bishop
Paiute Tribe to enter into government-to- government consultation. The Service will update the
Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has no further interest in
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consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no interest in this project
or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Bishop
Paiute Tribe identify those tribal representatives who have been designated to consult with the
Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or affiliated Native
American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please let us know.
We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter for your
reference (Enclosure 2).

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003

Phone: 805-644-1766, extension 317 /Email: ray bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be
reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office
2493 Portola Road, Suite B
Ventura, California 93003

IN REPLY REFER TO:
08EVEN00-2014-CPA-0090

March 11, 2014

Chairwoman Genevieve Jones

Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley
P.O. Box 700

Big Pine, California 93513

Subject: Tribal Coordination regarding the RE Cinco Solar Project, Cantil, California

Dear Chairwoman Jones:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is considering the issuance of an incidental take
permit, pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, to
RE Barren Ridge Solar 1, LLC, a subsidiary of Recurrent Energy, to construct, operate, maintain,
and decommission the RE Cinco Project. The project is a solar photovoltaic power plant
approximately 12 miles north of the town of Mojave in southeastern Kern County. I have
enclosed a map of the project vicinity. The incidental take permit under consideration would be
for the effects of the proposed action on the federally threatened desert tortoise (Gopherus
agassizii) on approximately 500 acres of privately owned land.

The issuance of an incidental take permit under the authorities of the Endangered Species Act is
a Federal action. Consequently, the Service must comply with the requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act, which requires that Federal agencies consider the environmental
impacts of any projects under their jurisdiction that they propose to authorize, fund, or
implement. The Service will be developing an environmental assessment for the project in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act. In the environmental assessment, the
Service will concurrently analyze alternatives for their potential to affect historic properties as
required by section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The Service will use the
public review process required by the National Environmental Policy Act to partially meet our
public involvement responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act.

Consistent with the principles stated in Executive Order 13175 (Consultation and Coordination
with Indian Tribal Governments, November 6, 2000) and the Executive Memorandum of April
29, 1994 (Government to Government Relations with Native American Tribal Governments), we
are contacting you to seek your views and comments, particularly with regard to any issues that
may affect resources that are important to your Tribe. This letter serves to provide initial
notification of the proposed project, explain the role of the Service, and invite the Big Pine
Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley to enter into government-to- government consultation. The
Service will update the Tribe on the project throughout the review process, unless the Tribe has
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no further interest in consulting on this project. We request that the Tribe inform us if it has no
interest in this project or entering into consultation.

Specific to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the implementing regulation
at 36 Code of Federal Regulations 800 requires the Service to consult with Indian tribes that
attach religious or cultural significance to historic properties that may be affected by an
undertaking. We request your assistance in identifying any issues or concerns the Tribe may
have about the project, including identifying places of religious and cultural significance that
might be affected by the proposed project. The regulations at 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2(c)(2)(ii)(C) also state that Federal agency consultation with an Indian tribe must recognize
the government-to-government relationship and require the agency to consult with
representatives designated or identified by the tribal government. To facilitate government-to-
government consultation on this project for the purposes of section 106 and to meet the
requirements of the regulation, the Service requests that the tribal government of the Big Pine
Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley identify those tribal representatives who have been designated
to consult with the Service on this project. If you are aware of any other Tribes, individuals, or
affiliated Native American organizations that should be contacted regarding this project, please
let us know. We have enclosed a list of other Tribal government officials receiving this letter
for your reference (Enclosure 2). '

In addition to inviting you to consult with us in a government-to-government manner on this
proposed project, the Service would also like to invite you, tribal staff, and other designated
tribal representatives to attend a meeting regarding this proposed project. Staff from Recurrent
Energy will provide information and an overview of the proposed project at that meeting; staff
from the Service will also be present to explain our role in the proposed action. This meeting
will also be an opportunity for you to share information about the proposed project area and
identify any additional issues or concerns the Tribe may have especially related to places of
religious and cultural significance that the Service should consider during its review of the
environmental effects of the project.

This meeting is scheduled for March 26, 2014, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM at the Bureau of Land
Management’s Jawbone Ranger Station, 28111 Jawbone Canyon Road, Cantil, California,
93519. Representatives from Recurrent Energy will be present at this meeting. This meeting
will also serve as the second pre-application meeting for the Bureau of Land Management, which
is reviewing an application for a right-of-way grant submitted by a subsidiary of Recurrent
Energy to construct, operate, and maintain an approximately 2-mile-long generation tie line on
public lands. The proposed generation tie line would connect the proposed solar facility to the
existing Barren Ridge Substation.

We hope that you will be able join us. If you would like to designate a representative to consult
- with the Service, know of any other Tribes that should be contacted regarding this project, or
have any questions or concerns about the project please contact:
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Raymond Bransfield, Senior Biologist

Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

2493 Portola Road, Suite B, Ventura, California 93003
Phone:805-644-1766, extension 317/ Email: ray_ bransfield@fws.gov

We look forward to hearing from you regarding your interest in the RE Cinco Solar Project
and our invitation to initiate government-to-government consultation. Ifyou have additional
questions or we can provide any clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us. I can be
reached by telephone at (805) 644-1766, extension 307 and by email at steve_henry@fws.gov.

Sincerely,
/

// ///7%7

Stephen P. Henry
Acting Field Supervisor

Enclosures:
1 - Project Area Maps
2 - Tribal contact list for the proposed RE Cinco Project



